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deny veterans from getting the vet-
erans services that they deserve, and
he’s going to deny us being able to hold
our head up.

But I'm going to hold my head up be-
cause I'm doing my part and I'm doing
my part right now on Memorial Day
when we commemorate those that paid
the ultimate sacrifice. And vetoing the
largest increase in the VA history.

I'm just talking about a few things,
leave alone the accountability meas-
ures at the Department of Defense.
They already had the rules in place.
They just weren’t honoring those rules.
We put it in the supplemental, this
emergency supplemental. So now,
within this law and within the dollars
that will be flowing into the field and
throughout America, they’re going to
have accountability measures in it.

So I'm not talking about what the
Republican Congress did not do or what
they call themselves doing, or what the
President did not do or called himself
doing. I'm just talking about what
we’re doing now and the opportunity
that’s presented before us. And I'm so
happy, Mr. RYAN, that we are moving
in that direction. I yield back to you,
sir.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Well, I appreciate
you coming down and articulating
that. And it’s been consistent since
we’ve gotten in with the first 100 hours
as to what we’re doing now, what we
plan on doing, what we’ve passed out of
this House, what we’ve passed out of
this House sometimes on several dif-
ferent occasions.

And if you look at the two major sup-
plemental votes, you look at, you
know, what did we do in the first one is
we put timelines in there, deadlines in
there, date certain we’re going to get
out of there.

And you stated, I +think, so
articulately, that the Iraqi soldiers, if
they know we’re going to be there,
then they’re going to continue to rely
on us. And if you leave the training
wheels on the bike, you’re never going
to learn how to ride on two wheels. And
it’s time to take the training wheels
off, Mr. MEEK.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. RYAN, I
don’t remember the last story of a
state that continued to receive money,
have not been accountable to Federal
dollars, I mean, haven’t been account-
able in spending those Federal dollars.
News report comes out that it actually
took place, and then we turn around
and say, oh, well, we know you didn’t
spend the last billions of dollars we
gave you. We're going to give you some
more. As a matter of fact, we’re going
to come down and help you spend this
money, and we’re going to come down
and be a part of this lack of account-
ability by your government. And then
we’re going to reward you with another
emergency supplemental that has no
strings attached.

You can’t reward bad behavior or
lack thereof. You cannot say, well, it’s
okay, Governor. It’s okay, mayor. It’s
okay, county commission or city com-
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mission. If you’re not accountable with
the dollars, we’re going to continue to
send it to you.

I don’t know a police department
that received Federal assistance from
FEMA, okay, who did not do, did not
follow the plan of hiring and training
and making sure that they can patrol
their own streets, and we sent Federal
law enforcement individuals down
there to do the everyday calls for serv-
ice. That doesn’t happen in America. It
should not happen in Iraq as long as
our taxpayer dollars are being spent,
and dollars that we’ve borrowed, Mr.
RYAN, I must add, from foreign na-
tions.

This country is in a financial situa-
tion as it relates to borrowing from
foreign nations unlike any other time
in the history of the Republic. So as we
move in this majority body here to cor-
rect those issues, this is a wonderful
opportunity for this government to
correct itself on the legislative branch
and the executive branch, to do the
right thing, to be accountable for the
taxpayer dollars, and, Mr. RYAN, the
dollars that we’ve borrowed from other
countries, that we have to figure out
how we’re going to pay them back, and
at the same time continue to maintain
some sort of financial standing within
the world.

Mr. RYAN, it’s always a pleasure, sir,
coming to the floor and working with
you and other members of the 30-some-
thing Working Group. I know we’ll be
back a couple of other times this week
before we finish on Friday.

But we have to stay the course. I'm
going to use one of the administra-
tion’s words; stay the course on behalf
of those who stood for us to be able to
talk here in this air conditioned Cham-
ber, saluting one flag. We have to stand
up for those who have sent us here to
represent them. And there are people
who can vote. There are people who
cannot vote. They’re Republican.
They’re Democrats. They’re independ-
ents. The individuals that are watching
what happens now, because as we look
back 20 years from now, folks are going
to ask, who stood up? Who stood up for
them? Who stood up for their children?
Who stood up for their grandchildren?

It’s not about my family. It’s about
all of our families. If you want to talk
about family values, then let’s start
doing things on behalf of the American
people, and let’s make sure that future
generations have a better opportunity
than we have.

When that kid asked me on the steps
of the Capitol, Mr. Congressman, I
want to join the Army; I want to be a
soldier. Am I going to war? That an-
swer shouldn’t have been diplomacy
and all that. It should have been, we’re
doing our job and working with the
international community and Kkeeping
America safe and, yes, if you want to
go into the Army, you should go into
the Army and serve our country like so
many others have done.

But it’s a sad commentary when
we’'re here debating the obvious of
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what we have to do. Accountability
with the taxpayer dollars and account-
ability to those who woke up hearing
mortar, hearing improvised explosive
devices going off, looking at these ve-
hicles towed in from the streets of
Baghdad because we’re doing the job
that the Iraqi Government should be
doing. And we have to stay the course,
and making sure that we stand up for
those that don’t have the opportunity
to walk through this door and put their
voting card in these machines and vote
on behalf of their future and their fam-
ilies.
0 2030

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. I appreciate it.

Use www.Speaker.Gov to access our
Web site. E-mail
30somethingdems@mail.house.gov.

Mr. MEEK, as always, it is an honor,
a pleasure, and a privilege to just share
this floor with you, my friend.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MURPHY of Connecticut). Pursuant to
clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair declares
the House in recess subject to the call
of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 8 o’clock and 31 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

———
0 2117
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Ms. CASTOR) at 9 o’clock and
17 minutes p.m.

—————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 1585, NATIONAL DEFENSE
AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 2008

Mr. WELCH of Vermont, from the
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 110-151) on the
resolution (H. Res. 403) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1585) to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2008 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for fiscal year
2008, and for other purposes, which was
referred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 1427, FEDERAL HOUSING FI-
NANCE REFORM ACT OF 2007

Mr. WELCH of Vermont, from the
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 110-152) on the
resolution (H. Res. 404) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1427) to
reform the regulation of certain hous-
ing-related Government-sponsored en-
terprises, and for other purposes, which
was referred to the House Calendar and
ordered to be printed.
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